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                                                                                A WORKSHOP MEETING
OF THE WESLACO CITY COMMISSION

SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Commission of the City of Weslaco, Texas will 
hold a Workshop in the Legislative Chambers Room, 255 South Kansas Ave. on Saturday, June 
25, 2022, at 9:00 AM for the purpose of discussing the following items:

NOTE:  If during the meeting, any discussion of any item on the agenda should be held in executive or 
closed session, the Weslaco City Commission will convene in such executive or closed session 
whether such item is posted as an executive session item at any time during the meeting when 
authorized by the provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act.

Telephonic conferencing capabilities if needed will be utilized to allow a member of the 
governing body to participate remotely via Toll Free Dial in Number: 1-877-853-5247; 
Meeting ID: 853 2992 2613 

I. CALL TO ORDER
 

 A. Certification of Public Notice.  

 B. Roll Call.  
 II.                PUBLIC COMMENTS
III. NEW BUSINESS
 

 A. Discussion and review of proposed amendments to the City of Weslaco Sign Ordinance.  
(Staffed by Planning and Code Enforcement Department.)

 

 B. Discussion and review of proposed amendments to the City of Weslaco Electioneering 
Ordinance.  (Staffed by City Secretary Department.)

 

 
C. Discussion and review on presentation by Boultinghouse Simpson Gates Architects on the 

architectural design phase for the Joe V. Sanchez Public Library expansion/renovation 
project.  (Staffed by the Library Department.)

 

IV. ADJOURNMENT
I hereby certify this Notice of a Workshop of the Weslaco City Commission was posted in accordance 
with the Open Meetings Act on the outside bulletin board at City Hall of the City of Weslaco, located 
at the 255 South Kansas Avenue entrance, visible and accessible to the public during and after regular 
working hours.  This notice was posted on this 22nd day of June 2022 on or before 9:00 am and will 
remain so posted continuously for at least 72-hours preceding the scheduled time of this meeting in 
accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

/s/ Norma A. Cantu, City Secretary
NOTE:  If any accommodation for a disability is required, please notify the City Secretary Department at (956) 

968-3181, Ext. 1001 prior to the meeting date.
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Regular Meetings of the Weslaco City Commission stream live online at 
http://www.weslacotx.gov/open-government/open-meetings. Archived video of some meetings are also 

available.

PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH A 
CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H, CHAPTER 411, 
GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY 
WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN".

“DE ACUERDO CON LA SECCION 30.06 DEL CODIGO PENAL (INGRESO SIN 
AUTORIZACION DE UN TITULAR DE UNA LICENCIA CON UNA PISTOLA OCULTA), UNA 
PERSONA CON LICENCIA SEGUN EL SUBCAPITULO H, CAPITULO 411, CODIGO DEL 
GOBIERNO (LEY SOBRE LICENCIAS PARA PORTAR PISTOLAS), NO PUEDE INGRESAR A 
ESTA PROPIEDAD CON UNA PISTOLA OCULTA”.

"PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH AN 
OPENLY CARRIEDHANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H, CHAPTER 
411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT ENTER THIS 
PROPERTY WITH A HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY".

“DE ACUERDO CON LA SECCION 30.07 DEL CODIGO PENAL (INGRESO SIN 
AUTORIZACION DE UN TITULAR DE UNA LICENCIA CON UNA PISTOLA A LA VISTA), 
UNA PERSONA CON LICENCIA SEGUN EL SUBCAPITULO H, CAPITULO 411, CODIGO DEL 
GOBIERNO (LEY SOBRE LICENCIAS PARA PORTAR PISTOLAS), NO PUEDE INGRESAR A 
ESTA PROPIEDAD CON UNA PISTOLA A LA VISTA”.

Removed from Bulletin Board  Date: Initials:

http://www.weslacotx.gov/open-government/open-meetings


Date of Meeting:
June 25, 2022

Agenda Item No. (to be assigned by CSO):
2022-5556

From:
Subject:
Discussion and review of proposed amendments to the City of Weslaco Sign 
Ordinance.  (Staffed by Planning and Code Enforcement Department.)
 

Background:
 

Funding Source (budget code, if applicable):
Amount: Term of Impact: Identified in Current Budget: 
Additional Action Prompted:
If item previously considered, provide date and action by Commission:
 

If item requires Publication Notice, provide date and periodical of publication; 
indicate if comments received from letters mailed to property owners:
 

Advisory Review, if any (name of board/committee, date of action, 
recommendation):
 

ADELAIDA VEGA Created
REBEKAH DE LA FUENTE

Martin Garza

City Manager Comments:
Presentation and review.
 

Staff Recommendation:
 

Attachments, if any:
Ordinance proposed amendments Sign Ordinance
 

Responsibilities upon Approval:
 

Standardized Agenda Request Form



























Date of Meeting:
June 25, 2022

Agenda Item No. (to be assigned by CSO):
2022-5557

From:
Subject:
Discussion and review of proposed amendments to the City of Weslaco Electioneering 
Ordinance.  (Staffed by City Secretary Department.)
 

Background:
 

Funding Source (budget code, if applicable):
Amount: Term of Impact: Identified in Current Budget: 
Additional Action Prompted:
If item previously considered, provide date and action by Commission:
 

If item requires Publication Notice, provide date and periodical of publication; 
indicate if comments received from letters mailed to property owners:
 

Advisory Review, if any (name of board/committee, date of action, 
recommendation):
 

ADELAIDA VEGA Created
NORMA CANTU

Martin Garza

City Manager Comments:
Presentation and review.
 

Staff Recommendation:
 

Attachments, if any:
MEMO - Election Ordinance talking points , ELECTIONEERING SIGN ORDINANCE 
DRAFT AS OF 6.15.22, 2022 pictures electioneering, 2020 pictures electioneering
 

Responsibilities upon Approval:
 

Standardized Agenda Request Form



      

City of Weslaco
      “The City on the Grow”

                    

255 S. KANSAS AVE.  ■ WESLACO, TEXAS 78596-6285 ■  956-968-3181  ■  WWW.WESLACOTX.GOV

David Suarez, Mayor
Josh Pedraza, Mayor Pro-Tem, District 1

Leo Muñoz, Commissioner, At-Large
Greg Kerr, Commissioner, At-Large

Letty Lopez, Commissioner, District 2
              Jose “JP” Rodriguez, Commissioner, District 3  

Adrian Farias, Commissioner, District 4
  

Martin Garcia, Interim City Manager

        M E M O

TO: Mayor and City Commission

FROM: Norma A. Cantu, City Secretary

RE: Proposed changes to electioneering Ordinance 

DATE: June 23, 2022
______________________________________________________________________________________________
There were concerns raised during the last several elections regarding political 
signs and activities in the City’s parking lot which we will try to address before the 
next election.

The talking points that will be addressed in the ordinance include:

- The variety of political signs and placement that included one that was 20 
feet tall which was perceived as a hazard, especially on windy days.

- Voters being approached and handed electioneering material in the ingress, 
egress parking areas of city hall, posing a danger to the people driving in and 
out of city hall parking area.

- Voters approached and handed, water, candy, etc.
- Loud music being played over loudspeakers becoming a nuisance to the 

people coming to vote.
- Food trucks set up to serve food.
- A camper/trailer with a generator brought in – one of the persons 

electioneering stated that they required the airconditioned trailer due to 
health issues.

- Non-profit organizations encouraging voting set up a moon-jump and food 
truck.

- Candidates and their supporters approached the election judge about 
complaints regarding the city’s election ordinance; however, election judge 
can only enforce the 100-foot distance markers.

- If allowed, BBQs pits would have to be placed within their allowed space.



The recommendation from staff in the proposed ordinance is to have a uniform 
political sign size; one 4x8 not to exceed seven feet in height this allows no one 
candidate to bear down the visual area of other candidates and/or for voters and 
height restriction would address any concerns of posed threat of liability because 
of unforeseen inclement weather (high winds).

The recommendation of food trucks if permitted would need to comply with 
Mobile Food Vendor Ordinance (regulated by Code Enforcement.)

All other red line recommendations staff felt was necessary for clarity when 
enforcing the electioneering ordinance and is subject to any changes as 
recommended by the Mayor and City Commission.

Thank you.



Ordinance 2022-XX

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 2015-03 AS 
CODIFIED IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AS CHAPTER 114 
SECTION 114.06 “SPECIAL SIGN CATEGORIES, PERMITTED, 
AND PROHIBITED SIGNS,” ADDING SUCH SECTIONS TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE PLACEMENT OF POLITICAL SIGNS ON 
PRIVATE PROPERTY, TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION 
OF ELECTIONEERING ON PUBLIC PROPERTY AND ELECTION 
POLLING PLACES; TO PROVIDE A REPEALING CLAUSE; TO 
PROVIDE A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; TO PROVIDE A 
PENALTY FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND TO PROVIDE AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the 83rd Texas Legislature passed House Bill 259 in 2013, modifying Texas 
Election Code Sections 61.003 and 85.036 and requiring an entity that controls or owns a public 
building used as a polling location to allow electioneering on the premises subject to reasonable 
regulations on time, place, and manner; and

WHEREAS, according to this new law, “electioneering” includes the posting, use, or 
distribution of political signs or literature; and

WHEREAS, polling locations include facilities that simultaneously are used for other 
purposes and for which adequate parking and safe access thereto must be maintained and blight, 
distraction, and nuisance must be mitigated in service to the whole community; and 

WHEREAS, desiring to balance civil liberties with public safety, the Commission finds 
that the adoption of regulations is warranted to preserve the general health and welfare of the 
citizens of Weslaco, and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Ordinance is to provide reasonable regulations for 
electioneering on City owned or controlled property when such property is used as an election 
polling place.  The regulations contained herein are to mitigate against any safety concerns, prevent 
damage to public property, ensure that the property is sufficiently available for its patrons who use 
the facilities other than for election purposes, and provide a fairly and equitable opportunity for all 
candidates and advocates for and against measures to conduct electioneering at City-owned polling 
places. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF WESLACO, TEXAS:

SECTION 1.  That the Code of §114.06, “Special Sign Categories, Permitted, and Prohibited 
Signs,” is hereby amended to read as follows:

(a) Definitions.  The following words or phrases as used in this article shall have the meanings 
as set forth:



Canvassing shall mean where one person engages another person by a verbal 
exchange, provides literature or brochure to another person with a message that 
involves a political issue or material.

 Electioneering shall mean the posting, use, or distribution of political signs or 
literature, including but not limited to the use of trailers, chairs, booths, tables, tents, 
and canopies or other furniture, structures, vehicles or devices to post, use or 
distribute political signs or literature.

Polling Place shall mean any property, building and grounds, wherein federal, 
state, or local election officials are conducting voting under the Texas Election 
Code and/or Home Rule Charter.

City-owned polling place means a building owned or controlled by the city, 
inclusive of the tract of land on which said building, designated as polling place 
pursuant to Chapter 43 of the Texas Election Code, is located.

Political Signs shall mean placards, banners, or other printed materials that promote 
the adoption or defeat of any place on the ballot, including the candidacy of an 
individual, proposition, or referendum.

Public Property shall mean real property, streets, roadways, easements, alleys, 
parks, buildings and grounds owned or controlled by any public institution or taxing 
authority, including the City, School District, College Campus, Drainage or 
Irrigation District, or other governmental entity, or any property designated as a 
lawful polling place under the Texas Election Code.

Voting Period shall mean the advertised time certain when polls open until the polls 
close, or the last voter has voted, whichever is later, on Election Day, the Early 
Voting Period, and any Election Runoff period or day.

(b) A property owner may place or maintain on private property, sign(s) with a political 
reference or message regarding an issue or candidate in conformance with the permitted 
signs by type and zoning district as outlined in this Code and will not be any closer than 
five feet from the edge of the street pavement or anywhere that obstructs vision for traffic 
or fifteen feet from the corner.  All signs must comply with all state and federal 
requirements, including Texas Election Code Chapters 255 and 259.003, and Texas 
Transportation Code Chapters 392 and 393.  No sign permit nor permit fee is required for 
political signs on private property. 



(c) These regulations shall not apply to any City of Weslaco authorized signs, materials, or 
other messages on its property.

(d) Nothing contained in this section shall impair any right to engage in constitutionally 
protected free speech in other public forums subject to the restrictions set forth herein.  Nor 
shall anything in this article be construed as authorizing electioneering within any area of 
the premises of a polling place in violation of any provision of the Texas Election Code.

(e) Canvassing and electioneering shall be prohibited on public property owned or controlled 
by the City of Weslaco except as regulated at a polling place and only during the voting 
period defined as follows:

Time

It is an offense should any candidate or person cause, permit, suffer or allow 
canvassing or electioneering at a polling place owned or controlled by the City of 
Weslaco any sooner than 5:30 p.m. the regular business day immediately preceding 
when the polls open and any later than 48 Hours (2 Days) after the polls close for 
each voting period.  

The ability to conduct electioneering on City owned or controlled public property 
under this Article is limited to the property on the premises where the voting is 
conducted and only for the voting period.

Place

Physical space visible to voters accessing the polling place and outside the 100-foot 
distance from the entrance to the polling place shall be available for electioneering.

Except in an area designated, it is an offense to engage in canvassing and 
electioneering on driveways, parking areas, or medians within parking areas of a 
polling place and any fire hydrant or fire lane.  This restriction shall not apply to 
electioneering materials attached to a personal vehicle lawfully parked at the 
premises of a polling location.  

Exercising final authority on appropriate place, the City Secretary or designee shall 
provide a description of the designated areas for permitted electioneering and a 
procedure for equitable assignment of such space.  It is expected that as space 
permits, parking spaces will be designated for electioneering and each candidate 
will receive no more than three tangent parking spaces.  Electioneering materials 
must remain within the assigned parking spaces; overnight parking is permitted 
only within the assigned parking spaces.  The city is not responsible for any lost, 
damaged, or stolen items left overnight.

Those spaces will be assigned by Drawing to be conducted during the Drawing for 
the Place on the ballot.  Local candidates (City and School Board, respectively) 
should have first refusal in the Drawing; other offices’ candidates/propositions will 



be assigned remaining space based on availability on a first come, first service basis 
after the Drawing.

Assignment of three tangent parking spaces will not be granted to any unopposed 
candidate(s) (City, School Board, State and Federal offices.)

When the City Hall municipal complex serves as a polling place, the following 
restrictions apply, as enumerated, and illustrated:

1. Candidates may place one political sign no larger than four feet by eight 
feet (4x8) and shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height from the ground, or 
two four feet by four feet (4x4) and two-yard signs no larger than 24 inches 
by 18 inches (24inx18in) on designated city owned property at a polling 
place. Signs shall not be illuminated, shall not contain any moving parts or 
elements, and must directly pertain to a candidate or measure in an ongoing 
election at the polling place. 

2. Tractors or trailers longer than 36 feet and no higher than 12 feet will be 
allowed in the adjacent designated parking spaces.

3. No Semi-trailers allowed: Any vehicle of the trailer type so designated or 
used in conjunction with a motor vehicle that some part of its own weight 
and that of its own load rests upon or is carried by another motor vehicle. 

4.  No loudspeakers, microphones, megaphones, amplified devices, or any 
other activity not defined as “electioneering” on city owned property at any 
time before, during or after early voting period and the voting period.

5. The use of any type of incendiary equipment such as, but not limited to 
barbeque pits or any flammable or combustible equipment supplies will be 
allowed within the area designated by the Drawing held or assigned by the 
City Secretary. 

6. Neither canvassing nor electioneering is permitted any closer than the 
seventh parking spot west from the entrance of the building nor past the end 
of the same parking row; such “electioneering zone” will be visibly 
delineated and marked.

7. Barricades may be placed to assist traffic control.



8. The City parking lots are for public use and to conduct official business; 
therefore, use of handicapped or designated parking spaces should not be 
allowed for electioneering purposes since this restricts the use of those 
spaces.  Candidates and any persons remaining at the polling location may 
park on the western end of city hall parking area.
NOTE: city cannot legally restrict the extended parking in handicapped 
parking space since we do not have a limit on the signs.

9. Any vehicle, sign(s), equipment, material, ice chests, tents, tables, chairs, 
etc. must be placed within the candidate’s assigned space.





Manner

Political signs and other electioneering materials at the City owned or controlled 
polling place must directly pertain to a candidate or measure in an ongoing election 
at the polling place.

It is an offense to attach or affix any political sign or electioneering material to any 
building, plants, utility pole, streetlight, fence, fire hydrant, bench or other 
improvement on public property at a polling place.

It is an offense to puncture, damage, cut, carve, mark, remove, transplant, break, 
pick, or in any way injure, damage, destroy, or deface any real property 
improvements, personal property, equipment, irrigation systems, plants, turf, 
asphalt or concrete within or upon any public property in which a polling place is 
located. For the purpose of this section, plants shall be defined to include any 
vegetation, shrubs, bushes, trees, vines, hedges, grasses, or flowers.

SECTION 2.  CUMULATIVE All provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Weslaco, 
Texas, codified or uncodified, in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed 
and all other provisions not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full 
force and effect.

SECTION 3.  SEVERABLE Any word, phrase, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance is 
severable and should any part of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional, illegal or invalid by 
any court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect any remaining word, phrase, 
paragraph, or section.

SECTION 4.  SAVINGS The repeal of any Ordinance or part of Ordinances effectuated by the 
enactment of this Ordinance shall not be construed as abandoning any action now pending under 
or by virtue of such Ordinance or as discontinuing, abating, modifying or altering any penalty 
accruing or to accrue, or as affecting any rights of the municipality under any section or provisions 
at the time of passage of this ordinance.  All rights and remedies of the City of Weslaco are 
expressly saved as to any and all violations of the provisions of the Code accrued at the time of 
the effective date of this ordinance; and, as to such accrued violations and all pending litigation, 
both civil and criminal, whether pending in court or not, under such ordinances, same shall not be 
affected by this ordinance buy may be prosecuted until final disposition by the courts.

SECTION 5.  PENALTY Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions or 
terms of this section, as amended hereby, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction in 
the Municipal Court of the City of Weslaco, Texas shall be subjected for each offense to a fine as 
prescribed by the Master Fee Schedule, not to exceed $500.00 for each offense; each political sign 
or electioneering material and every day such violation continues shall be deemed to constitute a 
separate offense.  In addition to any criminal penalty, political signs and other electioneering 



materials on any public property in violation of this section may be removed and disposed of at 
the direction of the official in charge of the polling place.

An offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is governed by prior law and the 
provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in effect when the offense was committed, and 
the former law is continued in effect for this purpose.

SECTION 6.  EFFECTIVE DATE This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its final 
passage.

PASSED AND APPROVED on first reading at a regular meeting of the City Commission this  
day of July 2022.

PASSED AND APPROVED on second reading at a regular meeting of the City Commission this 
 day of July 2022.

CITY OF WESLACO

______________________________
David Suarez, MAYOR

ATTEST:

________________________________
Norma A. Cantu, CITY SECRETARY  

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

________________________________
Juan E. Gonzalez, CITY ATTORNEY 



































Date of Meeting:
June 25, 2022

Agenda Item No. (to be assigned by CSO):
2022-5558

From:
Subject:
Discussion and review on presentation by Boultinghouse Simpson Gates Architects 
on the architectural design phase for the Joe V. Sanchez Public Library 
expansion/renovation project.  (Staffed by the Library Department.)
 

Background:
 

Funding Source (budget code, if applicable):
Amount: Term of Impact: Identified in Current Budget: 
Additional Action Prompted:
If item previously considered, provide date and action by Commission:
 

If item requires Publication Notice, provide date and periodical of publication; 
indicate if comments received from letters mailed to property owners:
 

Advisory Review, if any (name of board/committee, date of action, 
recommendation):
 

ADELAIDA VEGA Created
ARNOLDO BECHO

Martin Garza

City Manager Comments:
Presentation only.
 

Staff Recommendation:
 

Attachments, if any:
Boultinghouspresentation
 

Responsibilities upon Approval:
 

Standardized Agenda Request Form



D R A F TMayor Joe V Sanchez Public LibraryMayor Joe V Sanchez Public Library
Weslaco, Texas

June 24, 2022



D R A F T
Proposed Program Summary
in addition to existing programs

What We Heard
The list below summarizes the most frequently 
requested future new library services. 

	▪ Active outdoor space

	▪ Cafe with bookstore

	▪ Ample Parking space

	▪ Flexible Multipurpose room for 120 people

	▪ Small meeting rooms and study rooms with 
Zoom and podcast capability

	▪ Enhanced Teen Space

	▪ Maker space

	▪ Partner space 

	▪ Business Center

	▪ Classroom with online teaching capability

	▪ Local history room

Stakeholder Engagement Meetings

In order to best understand the needs of the 
community and gather input on spaces and 
services for the new Mayor Joe V. Sanchez public 
library, we conducted several focused interviews 
with many external stakeholders.

we met with:
1.	 Weslaco Public Library Board
2.	 Weslaco Parks and Recreation
3.	 Mayor and Commissioner
4.	 Weslaco Economic Development Corp. 
5.	 South Texas College
6.	 Maelee’s Learning Academy
7.	 Library Circulation staff
8.	 Weslaco Independent School District
9.	 Boys and Girls Club + South Texas College
10.	 City Commissioner
11.	 The Storybook Garden
12.	 Middle School Librarian, Reference Specialist, Public Service 

Specialist
13.	 AARP, Circulation and Cataloging Staff
14.	 City Staff
15.	 The Eatery, Commissioner, Daughter of the formal mayor



D R A F T
existing building analysis

                    Library               Theater                  Porter P. Doss            Sub-Total

Level 1:     10,335 SF              5,100 SF                      4,170 SF                     19,605 SF

Level 2:     5,250 SF                440 SF                                                        5,690 SF

Total       15,585 SF              5,540 SF                     4,170SF                     25,295 SF

LIBRARY: 
5,250 SF

LIBRARY: 
10,335 SF

THEATER: 
5,100 SF

PORTER P. DOSS: 
4,170 SF



D R A F T
Library Statistics
Library Visits
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**Current library size may handle the current number of visitors
***Existing library space will be overcrowded when number of visitors reach pre-pandemic level
****If target density level for Weslaco is around 6, the library size needs to be 40,572SF

Weslaco is surpassing 
neighboring community in 
library visits per capita and 
comparable to US average. 
However, upon reviewing 
the current content and 
programming opportunities 
at MJVS Public Library and 
stakeholder meetings, it 
appears to be the current 
building lacks the flexibilty to 
provide desired services and 
high user traffic 
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collection to free up space
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D R A F T
Space Needs
Library Programs

From the demographic study, current use of library space, and stakeholder interviews we identified creative, modular, and flexible solutions as a 
potential focus for the new library.  To respond to the multitude of community needs and provide a cost-effective, space saving approach, multi-
use building spaces were identified for the entire building. 

We recommend a range of space for the new library to be between 19,000 GSF and 21,000 GSF.  The detailed program area breakdown is 
summarized later in the presentation.  The multi-use spaces comprising the building programs in addition to the existing programs have been 
defined as: 

	▪ Active outdoor space
	▪ Cafe with bookstore
	▪ Ample Parking space
	▪ Flexible Multipurpose room for 120 people
	▪ Small meeting rooms and study rooms with Zoom and podcast capability
	▪ Enhanced Teen Space
	▪ Maker space
	▪ Partner space 
	▪ Business Center



D R A F T
Space Needs
Library Programs

Active Outdoor Space (not included in building area)
Outdoor space is interactive and educational spaces that promote 
learning, engagement, and active. The location of outdoor space is 
adjacent to the multi-use meeting room and children’s area which 
provide an opportunity to expand the library services beyond the 
building’s physical boundaries and connects the library to the local 
environment. 

Entry lobby (700 SF)
This space includes the main entry and lobby, display space and 
holds. 

Collections ( 3,171 SF) 
The proposed collection size is based on 38% reduction of the existing 
collection. It is still the biggest library program and contains the 
browseable books, reference books,  DVD and CD collections.

Staff Area (3,000 SF)
This area includes space for back of house library functions including 
admin, circulation and cataloging that are separate from public 
library area.  

Children (2,100 SF)
This area will includes creative, fun ‘learning while playing’ elements 
for kids, adult and kid sized furniture, and browsable book bins. This 
space also includes an acoustically separated storytime room.

Teen (900SF)
Teen space provides space for teens to study, relax, game, stream, 
and socialize in a neutral environment with flexiblle seating.

Multi-use meeting room (1,500SF)
This multipurpose space will serve numerous and diverse functions 
throughout the day, including large group meetings up to 120 people, 
maker uses, cooking, art, and more. It will include a kitchen, storage 
rooms for furniture. A moveable wall will allow it to connect to the 
courtyard and general library space. 

Lounge and Study areas (1,800 SF)
Lounge and study areas offers comfortable seatings, tables and 
chairs for reading and study in open environment. Power and data will 
be provided for people bring and use their own devices.  

Technology (1,000 SF) This area is mainly for computers with 
preinstalled software and capable of browsing internet and accessing 
the library’s collection catalog.  

Cafe / Book Sales (750 SF)
Cafe provides a venue for community gathering and lounge seating.  
This space also includes a display space for book sales.

Small and medium meeting rooms (1,350 SF)
This space includes small and medium meeting rooms for group 
collaborative work and individual study.  These spaces would be used 
for small group meetings, collaborative and creative projects, tutoring, 
and video conferencing which require acoustic privacy. 

Maker Space (500 SF)
This space is for STEM based hand-on learning, experience and 
exploration for all generations. Includes equipment for 3D printing, VR, 
laser cutter, and robotics for crafting. 

Business Center (350 SF)
This is space to work, meet, and print materials. It will provide 
accessible print/copy counter and furniture supporting collaboration.

Partner Space (350 SF)
This space is for community partners for social services, health 
screening, family counseling, financial counseling, educational 
outreach, and tax counselling. 

Local History room (300 SF)
This space serves as a place of remembrance and history to display 
local history and to honor the community. 

Non-Assignable (10% of GSF)
Building service space for the operation of a building including 
electrical, mechanical, server room, storage, restrooms, and corridors.



D R A F T
Existing Library Identity
Elements of Spanish Colonial Architecture

PORTER P. DOSS 
BUILDING EXISTING THEATER

MAYOR JOE V. SANCHEZ 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

	▪ Thick, white, Stucco walls, adobe or stone exteriors
	▪ Small, open windows
	▪ One story
	▪ Flat roof with clay tiles
	▪ Wooden support beams
	▪ Inner courtyard
	▪ Little or no decoration
	▪ Arcades
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Elements of Spanish Colonial Architecture
Weslaco urban fabric language
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Relative Footprint in Context
Option #3 New Construction

DEMOLISH PORTER P. DOSS BUILDING

RENOVATE EXISTING THEATER

NEW 1 STORY LIBRARY

EXISTING LIBRARY TO REMAIN

OUTDOOR COURTYARD

TOTAL SF : 20,000 GSF + THEATER

MAIN 
ENTRY

SHADING STRUCTURE + ENTRY

E 5TH STREET

S 
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N
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S 
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EN
UE

PARKING



D R A F T
Library Programs
Existing VS Proposed

Programs 1 - "Ideal" (25k sf) 1.5 - Hybrid (22k sf) 2 - Reduced (21k sf) 3 - Renovation 

sq. ft. % area sq. ft. % area sq. ft. % area sq. ft. % area sq. ft. % area

Entry lobby 220            1% 700           3% 700          3% local history in lobby 700          3% local history in lobby 900           4% Enclose open arcade

Collections 5,050         20% 3,131          13%  38% reduction 2,525      11%  50% reduction 2,525       12%  50% reduction 3,100         13%  38% reduction 

Staff 3,100          12% 3,000       12%  Admin, circ., cataloging 2,700       12%  13% reduction 2,600       12%  16% reduction 3,000        13%

Children 1,520          6% 2,100         8%  Including storytime room 2,100       9%  Including storytime room 1,730         8%  no storytime room 2,100         9%

Teen 650            3% 900          4% 625         3% 625          3% 625           3% Enclose open arcade

Lounge / Study 1,560          6% 1,800        7%  15% increase 1,700        8% 1,580        7% 1,200         5% Enclose open arcade

Technology 840            3% 1,000        4% 600         3%  30% reduction 600          3%  30% reduction 1,170           5% includes more lounge area

Café 640            3% 750           3% 500         2% 500          2% 0% in theater lobby - see below

Medium meeting room 370            1% 350           1%  1 med. conference room 350         2% 350          2% 350           1%

Small Meeting rooms 200            1% 1,000        4%  2 sm mtg + 5 study rooms 1,200       5%  3 sm mtg + 5 study rooms 800          4%  1 sm mtg + 5 study rooms 1,200         5%  3 sm mtg + 5 study rooms 

Maker's Space 0% 500          2% 400         2%  smaller makers space 400          2%  smaller makers space 500           2%

Business Center 0% 350           1% 0% businness center in lounge 0% businness center in lounge 350           1%

Partner Space 0% 350           1% 300         1% 300          1% 350           1%

Local History Space 0% 300           1% 0% local history in other area 0% local history in other area 300           1%

Multi-use Meeting room -            0% 1,500        6%  space for 120 seats  1,500       7%  space for 120 seats  1,500        7%  space for 120 seats  1,500         6%

Library Non-Assignable 1,435          6% 1,773         7% 1,520       7% 1,421         7% 1,665         7%

Theater Lobby/ lg mtg room 1,010           4% 1,010          4%  renovate to lobby area 1,010        5%  renovate to lobby area 1,010         5%  renovate to lobby area 1,010          4% renovate to café

Theater 4,530         18% 4,530       18%  renovation 4,530      20%  renovation 4,530       21%  renovation 4,530        19%  renovation 

Classroom (Porter P. Doss) 4,170          16% 0%  demolished 0%  demolished 0%  demolished 0%  demolished 

NEW CONSTRUCTION area (sf)      19,504 78% 16,720   75% 15,631     74% 2,725      11%

New Construction Subtotal est. cost: $480/sf $9,361,968 $8,025,600 $7,502,880 $1,308,000

RENOVATION area (sf) 5,540     22% 5,540    25% 5,540     26% 21,125      89%

Renovation Subtotal $150-$350/sf $1,939,000 $1,939,000 $1,939,000 $7,393,575
DEMOLITION area (Sf) 4,170       4,170     4,170      4,170       

Demolition Subtotal $10/sf $41,700 $41,700 $41,700 $41,700

TOTAL PROGRAM AREA     25,295  sf    25,044  sf   22,260  sf 21,171     sf    23,850  sf 

Total Probable cost $11,342,668 $10,006,300 $9,483,580 $8,743,275$10,234,668 $8,898,300 $8,375,580 $4,518,375

Existing 

$3,168,675$831,000$831,000$831,000



D R A F T
Library Programs
Existing VS Proposed

25,000 sf 22,200 sf 23,850 sf21,165 sf25,295 sf

Existing Baseline 1 - Ideal Program 1.5 - Hybrid 3 - Renovation2 - Reduced Size

$10.2-$11.3M  $8.3-$9.4M $8.8-$10.0M $4.5 - $8.8M

demo demo demo demo

5,540 sf
Theater 
Building

Library

15,585 sf

5,540 sf
renovation
$150-$380/sf

15,600 sf 
new 

construction
$480/sf

5,540 sf
renovation
$150-$380/sf

16,700 sf 
new 

construction
$480/sf

19,500 sf 
new 

construction
$480/sf

5,540 sf
renovation
$150-$380/sf

21,125 sf 
renovation 

$150-$380/sf

4,170 sf
Porter P. Doss

Classroom

2,725 sf
new 

The size comparison 
diagram to the right 
illustrates options 
currently being 
considered. These 
include options with 
different sized programs 
and type of construction 
(new construction vs 
renovation).
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Library Programs
Existing VS Proposed

25,000 sf

Entry lobby
Collections

Staff
Children’s

Teen
Lounge / Study

Technology
Café

Medium meeting room
Small Meeting rooms

Maker’s Space
Business Center

Partner Space
Local History Space

Non-Assignable
Large/Multi-use Meeting

Theater Lobby
Theater

Classroom (Porter P. Doss)

22,200 sf 23,850 sf21,165 sf

theater 
renovation

theater 
renovation

theater 
renovation

-38% 
3,130 sf

- 3% 

+40%

+15%
+40% +40% 

- 16% 
- 13% 

- 3% 
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3,100 sf

children
1,520 sf

Lg Meeting
1,010 sf
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2,525 sf

-50%
2,525 sf

theater lobby

2 mtg + 5 study 3 mtg + 5 study

1 mtg + 5 study3 mtg + 5 study

theater 
renovation

theater lobby theater lobby

collection
5,050 sf

cafe

25,295 sf

Existing Baseline 1 - Ideal Program 1.5 - Hybrid 3 - Renovation2 - Reduced Size
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Program Diagram
Active VS Quiet | Open VS Enclosed
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ACTIVE

QUIET

THEATER

LOBBYCOURTYARD

LOUNGE/
STUDY

LOBBY CAFE

MULTI-USE

STAFF

ADULT 
COLLECTION

TECH 
MAKER
   SPACE

TEENSMEETING     	
      ROOMS 

CHILDRENstorytime

Program Adjacencies | 1 - 25,000sf ideal program
Active VS Quiet

storytime

main 
entry

parking
loading

S KANSAS AVE

E 5TH ST

CONNECTION TO THEATER

future plaza space

Partner Space
Business Center

Local History Room
Small Meeting Rooms
Medium Meeting Room 
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